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THh TWO MODELS OF THE hARLY BYZAMIM: CTT Y 
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By thc end of thc sixth ccnturv. two models oí city had developed in tbe Bszantme enp-rc 
formcd in thc course of thc early Bvzantinc pcnod throueh a proce» oí tbe es olut*» of thc n 
within thc new socio-cconomic and poiitical circumstanccs and a new cuhurai emvouaeai 1 
modcl constituted a new form of city. crcatcd on thc initiaüve of tbe «ate or of 
sponse to the invasions. The form of both, however. crystallized over tbe f fTTh ceerjn Tbe üi 
belonged to the past, although it continued to evolve in the caris Byzantme penad. albe.t pr 
transforraed. reaching the seventh ccntury as a relie of antiquity stfll sumsrng te tbe earS Mj 4 
It was shaped by demographk. socio-economic and cultural dynamies. wtncb altered tbe a:*e< 
physical appearance. The forces infonning the new modcl of tbe city were difieren* *»d pnm 
w itarv and Christian. which led to an emphasis on foftifications natura defcnsV'.e ex: 

churches, and thus to an urban legacy quite difíerent from that bequeathed bs tbe eart er m ► 


The twilight oí the ancient aty 

Earlier. in particular in Parts III and IV' of this book. wc desenbed in detai tbe transí >nnat> r t 
ancient civic spacc from the fourth ccntury onwards and its final forro ai the end «M tbe car!' B«ne 
period. Civic centres had ceased to be used as adminístrame and social centres fc' urt'aa ct*ur umoes 
The commcrcial centre of major cities had long been dissociated frota the i liMtfrtfvr am an mi 
transferTed to other parís of the city In earty Byzantme aties. markets «ere kvated aio- c tbe «reetv 
a Hellenistic and Román urban arrangement. and a Rotnan tvpe of market. the nuceAam. coatnued 
to function At the same time, new markets developed around cburches The coaotMntk« c * naf» 
monuments heroa and tcmpleswcre tied to the cines anoent tratoo. and paga, relieve ane :V dr 
-hnc m mtonomous eme admmistratwn made thc fonun agora obadctc Budduag- «rc* tbe 
, n were abandoned or were taken oser by powerful mdmduab or pervons of tbe km* 
being sold or leascd for other uses Tbey were subdmded and used for rodusm* anc 
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tmilaih sinoe thc otahlivhmcot of industries produeing sraoke and odour in city centres and in residential 
quarters has been considered as evidencc for thc dcgradaüon of urban life. Such mstallations, howevcr, 
»ere oocasionalfy found in earlier cities. Insidc Hellenisttc cities. for example. dve industries could be 
found.* 4 -' In Tyre thc odours produced bv thc purple workshops made residence in thc citv cxtremely 
unpleasant (bvoótáyurfov).-*** In contrast. in Antioch, thc fullers - district was on thc other side of the 
n\er. m thc suburbs. to keep away the odours produced by the industry from residential arcas. - '*'*'' 

Aceording to Román law, howevcr. such industries had to be established outside of the urban centres 
and at a cerum distancc from the houses. Nevertheless, thc indications are that laws protecting city 
tnhabitants from the effeets of industry were no longer adhered to. Julián of Ascalon indicates that in 
his time these regulations were not absolutely obeyed. The oíd installations are not to be expelled. and 
the law ñ, to applv onlv to the new ones. In the literary sources and the archaeological record, glass 
workshops. foundnes and smiths are attested in residential areas. 2490 Pottery and tile production con- 
stitute a diíferent case, howevcr, in that the nature of the industry demanded that kilns be established 
where clav was available on the site, but outside cities. Julián of Ascalon in capul 3 mentions the exis- 
tence of pottery ovens only in vilJages. Many settlements with pottery ovens produeing the famous Gaza 
amphorae are found berween Gaza and Ascalon north of the city and in the surrounding area. In 
Elcuthema in Crete the potters' quarter is located a few km outside the city, where the odours pro¬ 
duced would have been blown away by winds from the sea. About thirty pottery workshops were locat¬ 
ed near Alexandna. manyofwhich are found along the shore of Lake Mareotis. 2491 In Delphi in the late 
fourth century potters were established in the areaof the gymnasium. where thcy could use water from 
thc Castalia spring. Thcir location on the pcriphery of the settlement conforms to the rules of ancient 
urbanismo - Astriking parallel is afforded by the agora of Thessalonica, where kilns were built as early 
as the fifth century. when the site lost its civic functions. to extract the fine quality clay. 249: ’ Because of 
the nature of this industry. traditionalh appropriate for suburbs and rural areas. pottery kilns found insidc 
urban space in the early Byzantinc penod gave cities an air of rusticitv. Potters established in urban sites 
continué to remam at the bottom of the social scale, as they did in the village and urban suburbs. 2494 
Likcwise. lolns for bnck production were usually, but not always, located outside commumties Now 
howevcr. they appear in central urban space. 24 * When thc invasions strike. ovens for cooking and for 
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thc production of lime appear evcrywherc 111 ahandoned antienl monumental »in| leu . aru) • 1 ur< 
cities Ihev give thc ancient urban ccnltev a tone of devilatron and are UMmiony ot -maul rur.ii ■■tn 
mumlics surviving among thc ruin» of a bygonc age '*'* 

Ihe complex aspeéis ot civih/ed lile in early hy/.mtinc cilics were slowlv diunicgrattog an 1 tlu. 
trend is m.indeslcd in the decline of the ancient monumcnt.dity of thc ctlits Itn '.c< 1 19 0, 1. 

and conscqucntlv thc reduction in the supply of running water, is anoihe 1 sign of the de» ht»e ■> f uri a 
commumties When resloratmn Work was undertaken, il was al pnor qualily lis Hir mI iIk ea-i. 
Byranlinc penod, mosl o( thc aqucducls had been ncglectcd and. aswrilh "ihcr uitwn :r*-i .* w-- 

damaged by carlhquakcs, were nol restored < ily dwrllers mcTcasinglv relicd '>n wr.l» al» tln- ! 

them a stable supply ol water when under siege by cncmics 

( burches bccamc part of the urban landscapc first on the cities penphcrv and laicr in inurn 1 
civic centres. Ihcy were established on vacani lots and on ihe site ot varmos budding» E f- n ib r a^ar, 
donment of thc ancient agora as centre of administrativc and social lile churchc» became 'he wv. j-* , . 
foci. The new admimstrarive centre was transferred to the governoiV pal.n c in uve pi'wincol capn»l 
or to ccclesiastical buildings. Commumties now organizcd thcir lite around churches t» th in tnp» 
graphical and socio-cconomic terms. New ncighbourhiKxls dcvelopcd «round ehurehes and wcic 
often Incaled away from thc ancient civic centres (burches absorbed thc dcümirg re *«/u' ' an 
residems. When catastrophcsstruck and repairs were oceded. Ihe intcrcsl and tunds •<( il>e aorni-í 
ties were directcd toward restonng churchc». whilc other urban budding' were ncglccud Once ihe 
churches had becomc Ihe new centres of rcligious and tocia! tile markcis docloped around ivc ’ 
serve the worshippcrs or were orgam/cd by thc Church. Agricultura! insulta!.' r.- m ihe l. rrr of oírse 
presses and oil presses, located in urban space appear to have been connevted wnh cnjn.be ar, i 
monasteries. At an early stage. cvcn before thc invasión», there 1» esidcnce wggcMing th • -uct agn- 
eultural insUllations point to an orgatuzaüon of the producuon by the Church The (hurch •» 


)ming a major economic power in thc cities and one of the factors that brought apxajltural uwtalla 
ons in thc Urban fabnc. The process of the introduction of bunal» m the alies appcan i- b**e been 
milar: after the martyrs tombs, the bunal» of bishops and of leaduig commumiy f.curet vere P'^c - 
1 churches, and cemctcries appeared around them.- 4 

From the middle. and especiaUy in thc last quaner of the stxih century. tign» of «u«iuuo« aad fboi 
f recession are obvious evervwhere The ¡ntereM in maintainmg the puMtc secular urban spwe dr-r ■ 
ears. intrusión of cnidc structurcs into vacant urban bmldings porucoe» «nd streets 
onstruction ts limited to churches and fomficat.on» alone, while the quality of repuin .10 term» ' w «t 
nd malcriáis dramatícally detenorates. Moreover. wsth onK a fcw «cepoons. the w« ch.u-Jse-,» 

»rv much reduced. This trend. whicb continúes into the following centones «nd char«cterues me 
ross-in-square type of church. has been regarded pnmanb as ev,deo« of eamr-euc erm, and 1 re 
xductioo in the size of settlements Indeed. archaeolopcaJ excavauons slyy that ib the la-e. pa • 

: >h and in the seventh centunes. when urban commumties were struck bs dtvastet sus. a> car. 

1C * Í wL caris Byzantinc basdicas were ether ^anrksncd or restored o. a 

uakes or cncmy ^ ^ ^ lhe reductloo in ,he reoícburcFas ^ 21 

Hed tó the reduebon in the stzc of aett.emcnu and ro^pul n dectme C^^n,^ 
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** nu BY IANTINB cm t\ THE SLXTH CENTVRY 

w the prvlitcratic'n o( pen a te cburchcs and chapéis and in thc decline >o their sizc. Furtherroore, ne» 
•esíhctv Mluf> mas hace Nevo a cignilvant (actiH in the conclruction oí emailcr chunches Monastic 
•rvfcitect'arr rr je abo hace mílucnccd ihic decelopmcnt Chances m ihe architectural plan and in ihe 
iKurj¡> nnght hace abe» placed a rede Ole open Jccign oí churehes »as lost and íhe sanctuarc «as tvv 
Uicd h"«n i h c nace m the muidle llcvarúuc penod. Fhe privteciooal character oí the earh liturgc ceas 
repUced he a oerenu'tual tepe oí liturge. períormed in isolatK'n from the «orshippers. veith a chut 
tocaareíc an emphacb on Utspiac rather than participara «a * W8 

Vn ohcxHic element that naris the ea/h Bexuntinc urban envtronnient i» the detenoraüon oí 
budebog ttdinii)w ud mateñáis used for constructx'n Neath cut and perfectlc títnng ashlar con- 
ciacth-u •« abandoneJ F «ampies cef «uch «v>rks «ere admired be the cultured as representn.g the 
icct etandarde oj the jcact •'**’ Instcad. lacere oí bncks aere increacinih used to altérnate «cith lacere oí 
'(■'rxrc * 1 Fhe irvreasing use oí hnck in place oí stooe is usual le interpreted. probable nchile. m eco- 
occnecc am* practval teme It ceas becoming tnc're difltcult to prveduce achlars íor constraction, and 
k ' r *c-i *’c*' ccrTered ncccre stabil-.tc and ctrcngth in earthcjuak.ee ln Jescnbir.g the tcctal Jestruction oí the 
c*tc cc( ( v'c caused be an earthquake Agatinas remarted that «hile all ¡be buiidings coJapseJ. ocle 
tK^-c bv It tn the rural ere le w.th unícaked bncks and tnud rcmurned standing 

Prvtvaih the * Sede ctr» (Coc| «as reduced to a gtginoc heap oí rubNe, Lttered 
*.<> c.' ve arte' úa^rnettts of hroken pillare and heants. and the air »as tnurke veith 
fhvk ckHieS oídust eothat ooccculd haré fe surmise theextstence oícchat haj once 
Ne •. cuee.e írcertt a íce» cague hirr.e o( the ir preserve A mere hacdful of houses 
tnt.ict and iVe a ere not the cutes that had beert built «nth stooes and mortar 
1 'c 'e ' tch ceerr’.'.ch etcue solid and durable substancie. but otile tho»e tnade in 
í^- éc-o t -tele out e'í uobaked hrvks or mud (iiovo vV tó fx .ikivdov (Xt?ybo\ xcti 
Tnce’i cr-yvxxp-^soc .Tr.ueHT>ifyn)- v: 

Fhe mortar oourxec crschialh increased tn r harinees. and «ere strenethened «v-h the adduion oí 
cru'Nv ‘vvi. ule and rv ere rhe adiitioo oí bei'ken ule and potterc to mortar inoeased the hc- 
drauiv prope rites of the inne and added strrr.gti to the structures L<r ' Frota the middle oí the ñrth 
v\ - re the nurr> o.. ■< bcOdirce execured m ■ortaaed brvi becan to dedme. * húst m neve ccntsmacttoo 
f V : v ' uwcased. Stooe rubNe »nh bncks or reused ules, urdí or 

beoame • dele used. in a fasiuon nemintscent of rural buiMmj tevhnicjues The stooes 
•ere us«ulN le*: unnork. .< and mane etvdu «err uxxwporated m the «aüe This habit seems to hace 
•vea cmccí N a ciwe ut the pndoctxut oí brvks and tacutar »• Soch ooostmctno te tcxucal m all ateas 
of the eteptre 


nanim zr »—C»-»— »---f. | 



¡■wttuía. 


ata* • '«r,CWke> axcii tj 

KeC«»ct« S v, feHllS i W STfc,KEOViTi«ll»«\a, 
«ai TV n r Oa a^ aa* Wc 10C tl>«5k 


f>wc»».,rvD ru» i» re i 


i iaraaSaVcl XM-h». 



TFIE PaOMODElí 


HE EARLY BY ZA.VTTNT 


«sien bean 


\e+e* 


L nbakcd bncks mterspcrced ar.h lacere 
acre also atdclc used and are mentxeoed tn i 
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Balkans. tt has been sueseeted that nre-Hetler «ir __.. 
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these techmque» «ere used m Greco-Román ti»> p*ít 
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perstructures tn pise cocsisung o 
these «alís. i 
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posaib-Jm shit the Bcnanune» ucee thest: »a »eC. kjc í« 

«val eesdeocc crom diñereet atea oí the Romas penod aad fco 
ate sources. Those found tn bculdmp oo Cartfcage s Circular Ha-Vur coc jaed --o taicCy. 
sherds. and date to the firct aod secood oenrurc AD. Constnvtwc as pee «as tccre eccesvaa. unce 
the clac required xas proceded oo the site and pese 8 ease to oocsnuo. Oí c umi e the ippwancx at 
pise lacks the prestijpous impresa» made be other Román bmütng md^nqoea 311 * o tcuy 
aNui t the earh Byzanüae penod 8 that such » aDs became •-desperad m ara vractarcc -»V — 
pubhc buikhngs and rich houses- oo stdexaüs aad sores, «ble aaoent (recaí nnutiv » i_ --cs- 
ntques «ere abandoned 

In the passage oo the destruettoo of thecnrof Cos be emtsqaJi; asee rf>»< Xfn- oces. ar¬ 
ibe houses of Cos hult tn uobaked brvk or orad to be of rural rype. Dn brvks cr «»* «ere :e 
tnc matcnals of the coucocside in al proctases oí the esnpar. sxype those «hete cuse »» pikv 
ui aot ln Egcpc for cumple, dre bncks or tnud. coonnued ir be osed 'hrrcajs toe r jcac penev. 
«tule the Romane mtroduced baked bncks aad taortax m the noes Kidesprrac r-u rrorati.' 
techmques in the earh Bcractme oties. toccther«r.¿ the tbanOcv~ienr ct ác rwrro ■ rhe Grc. 
Román urbamsm ut the anvulaooo oí the ore plnong aoc pobbc soe ciracruo trr esa pr - 
a severe deeradanoo of urban «poce, aad hace been ngbth imerpreted as a rrszu v ha real rvr 
uoos or a coosequence oí ¡he tmastoos. The proiiferarvo oí cahgeanz rurv aatncj e a cftnq aes 
and arcintecture tn the W estdunag the penod oímasvim seo the thrd cevs¿n oe s trasaaca.- =- 
terpreted as ecxtenoe oí 'denjoaatanoc * "" Tha npe oí ooosersvivc -t^cesag ' rc.-s as 

coodiboos. sbo«s that the urban conmuntaes «ere brcakssg ce: AXher ze » Cv -v ' -¿ini 

tradnxm of the Greco Román «orid. Soch urboo plaomog aad atóavcnrr ae-í -achaMae* ao- 
matertals as irt arcbaeoiogvalh »rñNe to m «o kocger erperxec: the sede «vi ecoacen: k«e. oí 
Greco Román ansíccracs aad sato ln the cases «he re -che las «tace oí he core cas be tracei ■ «he 
archaeok.'tvJ record « a to be obsened that the bc-udmp oí the penrcl 'í «««t» 
srnvted « mud «me «mpcnt-gh-Ér. to±s ^ « -ere na - ^ 

erreted N ocaders tho ircral a rural, «aoctised Me ^ Fe* e—pkx m ate *** 
d^^bctheHimsmthenhddkeoíthefitócvnr^ *e f«x, beavs te ar««d c. the * 
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**** THE B'l ZA.YT1SE CITY IN THE SEYTH CENTURY 

etupios cd rural tevhwqucs, hw betng simply huís. Thcir wulls «ere conslructcd o( stoncs bondcd 
»uh mud. and thc upper part oí unbakcd brick The low cultural levcl of the inhabilanls can be secn in 
tK- lact tha: lhc\ did not clcan a»ay accumulatcd rubbrsh from thcir workshops and kitchens. 2510 | n 
Sirmiuxn. such structurcs «ere mtroduccd from thc ftfth century. «hen thc ciry was lost to the Gcpids 
*x>d Osuogoths.' ln Nicopolis ad lstrum. the houses of thc foederan outside the walls, to the south of 
thc cus «ere oot built tn the tradiuonal Román «ay wilh a substructure of stones and mortar supporting 
a 'uperstructurc tn pisé Insteud. thc lower part of thc walls was constructcd in rough stones bondcd 
«ith eanh. and the uppcr part tn mud bnck. Curtously, although the constructron techniqucs of the 
• edmin «ere not tntlucnoed b> Román rradition. and the pottery types also changc with thc appearance 
i i the so-calleo foederan pottery of black « ares, the metal«ork used was Roman/Byzantine, 2312 which 
suggests »anotas lesels of mteraction between tnvaders and Byzantines. Ftnally, ¡n some towns in the 
nortbern Balkans the appearance of small crude structures indícales a Bvzantine military presence, 
«fulst tn Itah Ennodrus confirms thc construction of poor huts by soldiers in abandoned large rich 
houses. 2515 

In the latcr part of the swth century. urban space disintegrated rapidly. There are signs showing 
that tbe carlter clear dtstinction between city and countryside was becoming more blurred both at thc 
¡c\cl of \>rs graphs and at the levcl of Itfe stylc in the rities. Agricultural tnstallalions and isolated buri- 
als. or.e of the stnking characterisucs of the end of thc early Byzantine period, are found dispersed in 
urban puNic arcas and residcntial districts Ovens. milis, oil and wine presses appear everywhere in 
the cities. in empty urban lots. abandoned pubhc and prívate butldings. porticoes and streets. They are 
a preludc to the mediacval Bvzantine citv. tn stnking contrast to its Román predecessor. At the end 
■ i the carty Bvzantine period. when the cities suffered profound dismtegration during and after the 
period of invasión* *. sections of thc urban space «ere transformed into agricultural land for market 
rardemng. 

At this pouit. some clanfications must be made regarding the differcnces between urban commu- 
mties and rural ones at the levcl of economy and topography Ancient and mediaeval cities depended 
on thcir rural temtory for subsistence. and in socio-economic terms the relarion and interaction be¬ 
tween ciry and countryside was dirccL Thus. for exampie, in all cities. a large section of the urban pop¬ 
ularon owned fields in thc countryside and was engaged in agricultura. 2514 Historiographical sources 
contam accounts of urban inhabitants going out of thcir city to the countryside for agricultural work. 2515 
The inenme of the city thvellers denved either solcly from agricultura or from a combination of agricul¬ 
tura and trade or labour Cafculations employtng data from cities in the Middle East have led to the con¬ 
clusión that onh about 25% of the residents of Neapolis (today Nablus tn PaJestine) were not engaged 
m agricultura, and that m. *t of the citys dwelkrs possessed agricultura! plots. The figures for revenue 
derrsnng from agricultura for otber cities vary: from 80% (Scythopolis) to 50% (Diocesarea). 251 ' 1 The 


~ * *•* f» 24 Al» Sí Afwnea. we Fom. Sjma. 225 S.miUr observatiotu «ere made for the level of cisilization of 

r V or» abadano of hwtwrwn x.*ia n n*.h h.m«< tn lt.lv «ho thre» theu garb.ge into the empty rooms of the houses A. 
Vt SisjA and R 1 Bocfc. tv oravaauvu of San Giovorvu it Runn rToronto IW| 4 -J. 

*’ 1 Ser «uprj. pf 2^1 104-305 

*’■ Poufter (>m C*» i CoMrfeMioa. 203-213 

* ’ Corta Peaawis. 20U-J01.253. aud«pra.p Crin. 909 

mi Padafcaa. Pammé, M Claude. S taJt. |b« !m. 
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fiekfc nwBde be »aa». and a Manco»coadunon « ftr atnaum 71,oo the haaÉaoftha leu that "tbe mhabitanu [ofTheasakmica| 
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land register Irom Aphrodito in the nome oí Antaeopob» ui Egypt dated to ca ««. 

the landownet» were Citizen» of • dty or State officerv. 251 ’ The corapiexnv of th« " 

wilh the lack of dtversity ,n «he rural economy Of curse, anisan producto 

ihopa are no, reeorded diere. The variety of arusan producuon in the auca * alar, endea o taenÚrnser 
of different types of urban crafis attested m Egypt.-’ 1 * 

Although agricultura «as an esscntial componen, of the urban economy and a Lr*e par / ihr 
urban population was directly or indirectly involved m it. very fc« agncultura) naa. *■, ~ 
invide anaent Greco-Román aües Procopias mentions milis eviao^shed Itxb hk:,' i rve- r ^ 
Janiculum hill. by the bank of Tibcr and inside the Aurelun «all of Rotne.” ■ s.jryes and «u-a.- 
rooms for agricultural produce were obvioush quite common in the aues. and ir Jú for grmding «Vi 
are very often found tn urban houses to suppon the household economy. bu, ry>t tur a ur¿r -- ,¡« pr> 
duction. However, installatioos for agricultural production «ere usuallv locatcd ! “x .j-. - 1 

ancient cities, in the suburbs. Oil presses are rarely attested in Egyptian cities «here the pap- i. 
documentation offers secura information by contrast to the uncertaintv of daimz use-./ - 

material. 2520 AlcngthytopographicaldescnptionofadistnctofPanopolomEgspLdaitd• -he! .— 
century, contains a Ust of houses on the same Street, workshops. and rnne temples Tbe «orksbops tor 
various specializations inelude two olive presses and a mili. 2 '-’ «hile onh >ne ho-sc «ídeacSo.' u. a 
rural house. 2522 In general, the Greco-Román city was disunguished from the vallage not ucíy thr. a ze 
its buildings serving urban administrative and social Ufe. but also wrtb thc almos! complete a'wcTee 
agricultural installations. traditionally reserved for villages and smail t>»«Tjs. Fnr eiampfc a me ineplt 4 - 
planncd small town of Horbat Castra tn Israel, just 15 km from the sea. (cuneen «me presas acd 
twelve oil presses have becn found on the penphery of the town or scanered thr uzt the mhabrxd i-c j 
(P lan S9). 2523 Furthermore, agncultura) installatiom are more likely to be found » thic the ka 
cutes without a strong tradinon of Greco-Román urbamsm Thus, for exampk the lame Román suau r 
on the acrópolis of Diocaesarea (Seppbons). bu.lt m the second to the eaxh tlurd oer • ^ and pr o 
owned bv a rabbi. tncluded sbops. workshops and an olive press On Use omer ha^ thepnnomev 
of Román urbamsm spread üirough m ne« «owrn. e>en m perpberal pernees of^ 
devcloped through Román iruüame In Horbat Kastf msouthem Israel. *bx. ^ 
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PLAN 5 ** The town «>f Horbat Ctstn *«h r *\ *tvi wtne prewc» 


chroooiogy ArchaeotogwU uaualh date agricultura! mttaiLationv from tbe penod oí (he «ración», 
•hea the aaaeat unacture of rucar ciuet duwntcgrated Indeed. vcrv fe* rural installation* in crties caa 
be datcd wrth cerumty to (he vatb century before (he invasión» In Mev*ene m the Pelop'mnete, a 
raonumenuJ fuustam ber*een the theaire and the nonb ponteo oí the agora, with a poo\ 40 m kmg and 
mardrñ «dorned *i(h br</aze statue» *a* vevcreh damaged by an earthquake rn 360370. The cartero 
part uu» rcmarned staiadmg wa» used a» a water mili tn the firvt half of the cixíb century. - ^ Again and 
again »e obverve tbat« s afier major caLa»lr'»phev during wtuch the anctcnt building» were devtroyed, 
úutf the ne» aroculatvia oí urtran vpace can be docerned in the aritiaeological record Indeed. we have 
aircady «tarad that aíter eaühquaket. the pre>iou» «tmtture and awigned function of urban «pace o IVA 
iinri'* Tbva. kir exampic, the »eat «ule of Hanghau» 2 at Ephetu» coilapved in an earthquake bc- 
tweea 6.2-616 and a «ene» of mili» appeared on the vite. uv.ng the power of the water flowtng down the 
h»J. í ' r Aittoofb (he mMallaüoo of agncnltural vtructuret on the vite of agoradora and «treetv grvet a 
draMOc air to ufhaadedjne and darntegration, the agora. of coune. had long ceaaed to functron a» urban 
centre la Alhena, a fíovrmiH with a water wheel m Incaled m the «outheaM córner of the agora, dating 
to ca 450-560 and finaHy deuroyed by fire Thomp*on and Wycherlcy conduded Whcther the ve 
■aodev eatabbtfc mentí «erved the needt of the Oymnaatum or of the townvpeopie. their very existence 
m Úna place «rtJcca a ruatre nene tn «tanirng contra*» witb the tophtsticaied atmovphere of the ancient 
Agora a Ofive prewev are tito Unaá in or near the Palace oí the Cnanti and the Met ¡<ton In the 
Faitee an obre prca» war uwcd for prívate production before the late uzib century. but tbe Palacc may 


of «he Vu of <he H mmm 



l 1W) /Ou 121 'rau, 224 TW 

M fhhr. m Rani Ve» ftewerch. 144 mi a >1 
nall í 'Ap rtert r Ih4 *w m V*» XXV The A^m of A¿ur» Ttw H<- 
,<rrmz*m inz) tu 


P /. V» ^ 



no r*o «««ir/t 

ntf-jfmtd inte, a ■ 


M>l < Bv/a «M» 


Me» 




*“*•*¥ •» «w r —^ , 

y.<h^UÍ7,’ ' u 


FK» 57 Aauor Af/i 'A apkvé =“■ 

a wat esubtehed m ooe of the <*/« «o* 
i Vtttnptrjn. r da4e* to the ficth lo **“ 

__ojdíiií of the «míi century 

We have already looied a* the rote of (he fJburch r 
ducooc in urban «pace bv mcorponeiag th®®* ' 
Toward» tbe end of the eart> . 

Cburch vxA over »e orpo-t» ^ f > 

the k*el oí ideology and urban 

ineh from the atae^ urban vaátJO *'* X * 

*1 _1__- — the HXff) CftftUO ul 

* tjje urtac upJW íta* í tat 


bori en 


HOM toi 

■of Qbnr. 
i tbc V 

ja> Al 
í 'iidAM 
•i tSsc i 


urward* tbe rvdgaraat. 


¡ culture by wc 


ai!» and 


ar X»*«MII 

rentnc^ve * 

tenar Sb» te 


» Pote*. Tte Ate 


n Fn 


r»«w i Dte» rrr 












B\ ZAVn 


, THí SIXTO 01 


OVR' 


in a bhimng of the ir. 

id:tK>naJ difterer 

c in the earh stage of l 

he ruralLtation 0 

in the disictcgraüon o 

f anstocratic hoi 

It mas the upper cías 

s that for ccntur 

e Greek p¿uieu 2 . its eo 

^nociK strength 

icen urhan and rural 1 

ifc B> the sixth c 


1 m i Tbc nscitM ed the Atrio oí the lower dasses had hotoncal 
lew»' Vsafan iJr » -V Iw <4 the quaiits oí tbe urfan archilecture and 
pratt .4 :if cstsNished arfan vder and «ahies. and 
rtif ch tod «»¿Age *" u Oearfs (he Churcfl had a dur 
The Jcdiix oí the urfan upper das. a» mamlestcd 
»*> aaceber sifix factor b tho preve» oí ruralizauon 
presersed aooect arfan culture »i(h »ts adbcrcnce to th 
roed **x o< Uc. al .d *tach created a durp contrast bef 
al 1 s> W rtltmgrril The lUMuitul ajos oí a propcssnc decline 
-r-r- and agncuíturai prvsíuctjoc have been suted in the bcginnwg o 
'rgrcvs. a had a nape nnpact or the urfan upp 

i roed cidroralh and economcalN The cHne% proieuí<nus no Ion ge r asptred to 
arfan culture and Ule srs te and to aJentrfy tbcmscbes »Tth the oíd model of urt 
tben nere cj ’jima u> oíd anatocrauc bornes oí the penstyle type. These bous 
rakaih transí 'med. w»th moa oí the opeo arcas non dosed and subdmded. si 
and pses tr> the Itmer ¿Liases to resale in or to use as •orkshops. In the sulh c 
vruj:» «i »as ao< as pcc-speroos as ihat of the urfan wcilths of the fourth ccntur 
■ hjagsisg cnhuralh and evcnormcalh 
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ir. long distance trade and large-scale 
lis book.~ This economic 
•hereby the oíd élites «ere trans- 
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nodel of urfan anstocrat. Nfost of 
however. had been 
: rooms subdivided 
ury the ir economic 
i fe m the cities was 
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(«o» of urfan «pace and cootnbuted to the ruraliutjoo of th< 
gardusg he ir poMtmc »l-vu the countnsisie m the earh Bszantici 
carh ffcximine penod and altera arda, the wcaJthv roembers of tfae ui 
■wtsers of Urge estafes. omuDs dweh in the cines In Antroch. the boul 
as thcy ««re igvohrJ in the eme administrauon and onfy upon thei 
they +r. hdra» to the ¡z esta tes.- Furthertaore. those wboattempted 
motil to tbetr estafes.-* and m arcas tes urfamzed. such as Cappadoc 
to the ir forttfied sillas, tf thes «ere pressured bs the govemo 
nccfen of (he upper daas to the aty b ifaovn es the words of Theodoret of < 
(o ha estafe (áy%fOc> lacks lose for or bates the aty (¿úgt/ov rj utoo.ioiavj 
taróse* in oM arcas indicates that in beavih urfanized arcas ol 
otaca '* Papsn tbo sNm heyond anv doubt that in Egypt in th 
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tai remained in the aty as long 
eurement from public life did 
escape the ir cuñal obiigations 
dccunons were ready to retreat 
Hosuever, the attachment of the 
t: someonc who retires 
ouv). 3 * The typology of rural 
npire rích Undlords dwelt in the 
and tn the seventh centuries the 
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< vuKlnvJed bosasc.xhtle motlvei vestxmxxoflshopsxe.c rurxttonmg »'* 

rrc ifctiN deicootattng IV U«l 't«gc oí 'I"' artsUxTata: 
v Jtetmg trvw the rnxldk oí the M«th st.huis x«sonc oí ptofou.xl decline IV pemMe tvpc oí 
«»e«ei *od ck« ruóte sucb Iv-uscs xcrc butlt IV oíd h»»uxex (hen abanJoncd by 
[ jÍCP lH polMlItt AAÜ IlllMAl 

ihe c«iK HvaiKiM pcrxxl change' u» (Khkmk udMoctuic <" (he meducval 
^ ^ ^,^1 cTV gtvxtrxl fkw» xas used fot *UMw «nd sforeroon». 
xVXB t* 0 * sjujirtct xeic kjceted on (he upper floor IV ladical do- 
oxV „ u .rs xuhtfcc K htmh «nd U(c «ñocoiUt~¡*« »*le«r Ineattly mrxltaevai Romo »uch houscssvete 
.segar .-cd te. wpk.%» «nd .«xVocsJ gaidcax .Htiftu* «nd Kirnv IVx are «KoMcd in iV (ex* «««vari. 
• knt denvutg trv>en thc rur*l cnvvnmaxrol «nd suggesitng (he vpiead oí rural «ichilccturr «nd lile in 
•be ots TV* espe oí Vw«e dense» euher lTv«ni (V ruxal house (h«( evistcd in Itah during (V Román 
erapue >y frvoi that used h« (he foretgn m««derv or fbom both l( »J' introduced (o (he cities Vejase 
x g g-oecurus of (he petxxl. ihe igix'ultural ckindcr OÍctttev xhich crcated « nced fot agixullural 
kiAiüo tu (he grvund rVvr. «nd (V decline oí (V xjtcr supplv «nd dnuniigc syMem " U(er. m 
•tscdtaes*' Bx mmmi arwu vrubc htxj>es in (he ctticv tnduding i oivxtjnttnoph: h«d «¡tnou» tnstallatiorvs 
tof a g rv-»iivir»i ptvxjustH’n Kx esaenplo. (he house of Mtchael Aitalciatcx in t onstantinople ineludcd 
« chape) «nd « Jonltes-dmcn mili on (be ground flúor 

Ir mxx>( oí ibe urban ceotrcv (he ocst «lep (<n«¡irds rui«lu«(ion sxvurred on (he ese oí (he insa 
\á o> «nd uixVsjf'tcdh Jitcrwjids. loo \( (his pe^ml .tcneullur«1 tnst«llatK'its, milis, and olisc «nd ninc 
presses niu]tipls cserv»her< ui (he uthan spjoc. in puhlu and prt«a(e huildmes. tn «(rcets «nd empc\ 
•;s M -icv’ser. pl<'(> o>cd Mcullitiliofl «ppear tnstde (he sities A pj.vxaite írom (he Tuneial Or«ti<»n 
(o Ji.n«n hs l i Votas "uses xwe sers mieresrin^ ohscrs atti'iv» tn (he Is'urth centurv «grts'ullunil Ltnd 
«nd rural »orl tnstde thc etrs »«1U «scie iixvmpattMe sstth urKan híe. and. sthen (hes vwurred. thcy 
«ere thc coasctpjcooe oí ihe t»«r 

TV'se atte«th«( escapes] (he sjek hv ihe strentih oí ihcti«alls had no land sase for 
« vers vruil «tea ihetr tv'lk. «ere ras tecd hs lamine and had reeourse to ansthmg 
that could serve (or KssJ untd (he inhahitants ssere so reduccd tn numVr that Ihe 
cutes iherrschcs lortncd Vihctis and tarmland and the umnhahited spaces tnstde 
thc defenees pre<vtded land cnoujth (v>r (armut g (fu>$ rú tocteiOxov oi xhuv.is xa- 
noTncxiv á^tí|iov C-unt rae itáde ainae ásvsH'e u rtvat xat .tesÁre; xai re» rtout 
r. >v Tiv«fVx' o o.ixxt)tov ápxiHs'av yri y /uiv). Yes. oren sscre soWed. íurrv’sss 
dr»«xn. the secd set. «nd the cora gress. w«» reaped «nd threshed. all ínstele thc eitv 
gatrs (xat |V’0; ísrvYsn'ro xat i\xn^ov rD.xrto xai oruptut xutrfiaÁArto xat 
dsrjyrt rntíji ; xai Mrvtsnm xat tWi»e xat ruvut ravTa rlexu svllflv).® 51 

Oí evxtrse. g»rders and x'metimcs liclds «ere lound in aneient cutes, bul mainls tn those arcas 
•nbosit Stroog lies »ttb the ( .teco-Román urtstn Uadtixtn Pnxopius mentions open ficlds and gardo ns. 
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culture (ha, xas ,„L n ( ^ ; dC,f,UC ,UlU ’’**** *.rty del.nes Ih. ^ ^ 

saitón Yiuy ui , *"^^<*"« reyuue culu- 

I I SSN nu. r-tiototuvu . utiyruyYsn-^val 

Mnteltue'Tn,'V K ,il‘ "* '"T"'" "" ^ ^ * ,unJ * mf '<"*' ^^mem y, üAin 

• . ‘ mm V secorK]hatfofihearlhcexturs.mo»ialies*eretnitdnrmrdtntosm«ll 

« shaiactei - FortthCtons. a natura, responso ,o tV tns^ 
1 .. ' K rC ' ldcnlul ***** shn,nk - drmiicblly reduced the stie oí cutes The nex urt>»n centres 

tv sem c ar g e tortiíied vtllages. tn (eims oí st/c and economx «ctmtie» The o Id dttUoctXM) benteen 
c,t> and *. w ,o tu llago shitted lo that Vlxeen fortified cus or *.»ne «nd unforttí.td vsUage C.ts «nd 
toittlK . ote are eloset (han cscr belore Ftom the sesemhcenturv the lermItumm isappliedloboth 
tonitied cides and tugo í.«uit '“‘ In (V «rchaeological rccsxd. tn earh Bvranitne urtsin centres. (V 
stgns oí ruraluatioo are dúcemad tn the numerous tnstallaiKsns lor agnculturil produettoo ut publx- 
s f sacc atxl tn reshlcntul «reas tnstde the catlier largo nch hixises. «nd «ho tn (V tramtorautmn oí vectxtm 
of earltcr utbatt arcas mío gardens and Itelds \ PoposX cramined the evideoce li m some urb*n 
communities of (he notthetn Bailan península Sintiium. Ditx'getta. Htstna, Jasttn ant Pruna (Cartón 
( '•radl. MoIm and Heraclea Isnccslt' “ A hile (he earltcr puhltc hutldtngs and rtch pnsaíe houses 
xcre ahandoned. psx«r structurcs huilt in thc rural stslc prcsltfcrale eversxhcre In some cases, the ot- 
habtlants of (hese structurcs «ere Inmi thc countrssidc. and had moxed inio tbc ctltes lor secunts At 
(he same tinte ihe prcsence of harbarx' uthahitams t> clearh .utested m mans oí the cutes tn the nortbcm 
Ballans Jusununa Pnma (l'artCm Orad) ofíers spcctacular estdcnce o( Ihe cus ’s changtng condttKsns 
tn the course o( the swth centurv, since tt had a Itfe o( lees (han a centurv Buth by Justtnan. ti »as 
des tro ved and abands'ned m the earh sevrnlh centurv The proco ss of the dtsuuegratxvn of tls urhan 
spacc bogan in Ihe last decadev of thc snth centurv. after the retgn oí Justtn 11. when. dunng the Avaro- 
Slavtc tnvastonx population from the suburbs and from the a'untrsstde moved tnto the cttv Poor 
dsvclltngs and shops xere butll tn opon uiban ateas, ut portxxses. around churches and tn subdtstded 
butldmgv thus making the svxto-cevnomx changos in the City dear ' ’ Ittthe cttv itsell numerous «rtisans 
tcx'ls have Ven found Whtlc thc p»x’r constructioas ot thi> ph.cvc are no longer attributed to the Slavv 
bccause thcv ate not tvpicallv Slavx. some ofsjects tdenttficd xuhocttauitv as Slrvx Vt lx.rtd tn BsTant ■< 
sttatashs'x thatbv the endoí thc s«thcenturv Slavshodhcenalloxedtoscttle inthecity ^ Theooo 
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twts of the SIjvk tvpe ippeared in the o. ^o». agricultura] msuliaüoM 

u* ot wheel ^Uallthe abe» oí the oonbem BalUn» e P — (af (h£ prl ronce» of Ep.ru. 

irr lound tn tbeir poor d*ellui|p SinuUr obwrrvatfn» c leroenu of an agranan 

Now and Praevabs There toward» the end ot the car. f* tcnc v bv thc settkmems 

««»„■* are fo«d««t-c*m~ ^^ e ^ m ^^ eled e«eS 

aumerous agricultura! te* are found cven* ules Rüman a« as earty as 

Agricultura! msuUauons ui some nch urban houses ^ ^ urb4ll sphere »** By 

'be earty Román empire. mdicating ihe extensión o some rur pertod appear as spontaneous 

.-ootrasc agricultura! msUllatxins dating to the end of che . . !<M lhc ^ earlicr functwn In tbe late 

nvtallauons tmplanted mto urban distnct. or large [K ,>l(vg prestes, and 

poor wabdrosxiM of tbe large nch bouses, ooe find» arusans nch 

mtalUüom t<house and feed ammaK ArvhaeologxaJ «po - suKÍIvawrw do not offer dauble 
vxues with aNofute ce ruin r>. because the rematns ireude the poor . , f 

T-ateruii Tbu, íor cumple a, Salames m Qprus the ^a.led HuHene .as £ 

seahbs famih and transíormed uno an agncultural duellmg in tbc seventh centur>_ ta Apamea. he 
nam magmfxent houses. most of.hxh are hxated in the centre of the City - the Trxhnos H. use. be 
f-dasteTíS-Ttíje Comole House. the H.juse of Consolé Cap.tab. the House of the Deer. the House 
A the Done Pcnstsle. the House of the Aqueduct the House of Tnlobe Columns and the House ot he 
Mohe Columns - sho» sigro oí remodeUing and rcconstrucuon dunng the reign of Justinun. either 
of destxuctjon bv earthquakes or because of cultura] changes Some were destroyed by fire in the 
ater pan of tbe srrth century. probabh by the Peraans .o 573. The last stage of transformation is hard to 
late, but it o auociated with the Pcrsian invasión in 573. the Persian war in 602, and the occupation ot 
he aty in 611 Apamea »as reoccupied by the army of Heraclius m 630. and there are some siens of 
ecunstrucuon and rcxxupatioo of the nch houses by the wcalthy ownen »ho probably had returned. 
«iiyeanlater. ho»ever the aty .asoccupicdby Arabs. at *hich point the aty's ruralizatwn was complete, 
rhe nch o»ners abandooed the atv and the ir nch residences were occupied by pe asan ts who subdhided 



Popmi i, Le« l^man •rcMotOfxfna. Vil-502. ídem. DeuntepUtoo. 5a5-5«6: SpKser. La vilk. 324-326 Sodini. 

t wuw ntnrn rtt n 

' Durmy the 6nai vean oí «rtMO Ufe 10 the Belkass. «tule atiet becatne ruralued asd fortified and tmng condiuons de- 
■rrweated. the antaana conunaed lo *o«t in the eauMahed tnduaoc BtnanL La nUe. 287. 

L Bjeiqnc. La oemuque et le» lampa, tn Canda Orad II. 185 

S Anatnak M^Untgi* dhe hugma (Tirana 1S*1). 55-63: ídem. Le proMéme de la íomution du peuple a ¡binan á ta 
laooere Je» dnanect archeolop^ue» lima ll"2 (1V*2» 52-53. ídem. De» lUrnem aux Albaruu (le» notncllcs donnee» de 
! ar.nédhapel /tina 150 (19*5). 220 

** Ph Léveme P Mitre» and I -P Valla!, Cumpapindr la MMumuue romauv OtutUm (Parí» 1993). 45-46.150-152. 
225-226 

" Arpmd n ti. L huilme, 51-53 Aocaher exampte aihe peat maimón at Sea Papho* abandooed in the uxlh century 
Peioe tahab.uati »ettkd m the Knrth part of the tnucxxttx rradcoce and cauKd much damage to ils rrvnaic» and statues by 
tetan* ap f t<« c*en» and «tabte» fot theu animal. W A Das/etnki. A preiimmaty repon on the excavattons ot tbe Poltsh ar- 
chMOtapcal * Kato fNea) Papboa m 1966 and 1967 RDAC 196». >9; ídem. Poluh excat.tiotu al Kalo I Nei) Papho» 

m '.910 and 1971. RDAC I»7Z 220-22L ídem. N*a Paptva. £T t (197 J>, 291. 294 
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(be homo wtthoui any concern íor arder and who empioyed m maitaoic »._. ^ m 

tachmcr.u for an im ab are found everywhere An tapper flooe waa preserve»! a hete jae ■-*- __ . Jl u j 

whue cootong in thc court. The aocumulated ruhfevsh suggcats a loa adrara Icvcl ^ 

Fuuliy. dunng the mvasaoos and m the penod loOovu*. tome secuow of aba «ere trami.-rmed 
mto agncuhurat Und for marte; garderung. The reatóos for thn rmhcai efeange are twcdoU. lew Cae 
urtran dweUers were torced to cultívate empty loes lo survive donne vetes and w) ^ oe^der 
and the oíd upper das havuig ooüapsed. the lower dasses had no ínteres s prever.-ng dae oíd fx» 
of urban space. Furthermore. the oew mhatxtants. who carne frota rere: aun ce were of o»!r*raí-. A» 
ferent or.gm. had no affintoes with urban culture and introduce»! ctcmeats c4 rural tíe and ecoo» 
tnto the abes Frote the cities of Greece, the archaeologxcal cvideve of £»e«> ar-un the «es u vt_.' 
rare In Nemea from tbe sixth century the arca of the pagan temple wa» tursed over to aervx.rural mt 
wtuch employed ungatioo channcts.- s " la thc provmces of tbe East. coly a lew are recvrted 

in recent archaeological reports. from Sagalassos Caesarca Minina. ScvtS.pofcs mi Dncaevarea 
(Sepphorisl. In Sagalassos. the trend towards empioving earlier urban pi. -;s of Uad I.t a^nculrur _ v. 
trvities dates to before the muidle of the seventh century when the aty coliapsed and * m aTaocv -oed 
There the suburb? of the atv. wtuch in the past were used as resadeonal chstrvts. were enea overlo agn- 
culture In tbe area of the baths there ts cvideocc of cuiusauoo ot wainuts aad posstNy of ocreas In the 
seventh century the public lavatory of the baths. buüt after the earthqoake m the earb smh cesr^y 
wa» used lo produce ferrihser from human waste mixed »ufc tune Alsc m the same cearun the ooh 
large amtocranc mansión oo thc site w as tumed mto siaHev or an arca for tbe siorage of dr» duag 
Bulcbers dumped cattle bonos tn the elegant st rcct íouDUin ad^nung thc isoouCdCfiiAj ipproact to the 
Lower Aeora with vix busts of gods on either vtde - r The tbeatre of Dvocatrsarca wa» used for agmat- 
ture ir ’ 1 In the two other cities of Israel. Caesarca Man tima and Scythopoln. the Arafc conqwest ■ na> 
appears to have been the major catahst for the new organiza non <sf urban space In Caesarca. after the 
Arab conquest. restdeoces to the south along the coasí oear tbe araptutbeatre. amoog wJudi was the 
praetorium of the procónsul of Palestine. were abandooed and tumed uHo agnculrural pMs The «te 
was Icvelled with aty retuve, and remodelled tnto a senes of lerraces with waBs and aooe ongaucm 
channels In anolher locauon. north and west of the bathhouse buddings. airead» tn dechne from the 
late sixth century . were Icvelled and tumed mto gardens with an tmgaDon systetn etnp«» . 2 í water 
from a well. perhaps by a landowner or the croe authtvnnes. It ts possiHe that the m»ta:tve wa» talco 
whüe the City was under stege bv the Arabs. aT: In ScythopoUv m thc area of Failadim Street «bu»-- 
sotl was gathered and terraces were constructed. probabh for igrvulrural use jtibzmg drum» from the 
north pórtico ^ In the earty Islamic penod. tbe anaent aty of Scythopolis assumcd as agncuttural 
character. In the words of Y. Tsafnr and R Foerster 


^M^r Ex^»-««N—“■ l»75.H O p«45 l l«7*V1740(C..V—LD 

i a..._mnit c —a-" TV Saotd Sqtam mrXnwa w«f*r Ba* tBctltV» L- Sáfete». Oxfc« 

_ SG MUKt et al. Vrmew .4Cwdea>*r5wr«W «*■■»". AthcmM' l«»K'awlí»'> 

^^^ MC ^,jWoviu«4víS^»m^«Wfr»5 AvTtánvn»««•»>»«?^““*» 

^ ,n p 69?. Klein, *■ 115 
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THE BYZANT1NE cm IN THE SIXTH CENTL R'i 


Bjvvui reveáis itselfas a med,um,.zed town of rathcr rural 

Ox trame oí nmgn.ficent Román architccture If a iraveller m Bay^an s s.reeLs 
rtsedts evev he could st.ll see a skyline composed of impressive colonnades 
the remainv of che scaenae freos of the thearre. .he **«* *¡>«£ 
mmphacum. and cvcn the remam» of the pronaos of the lemp e 
I, he louered has eses he would see how the lower parts of these monuments were 
cooccaled bv ordmarv resident.al buildings. shops. and workshops that were mse 
tuto pcrticoes of the streets and leaned agamst monumental faíades - 

In Anuoch the gardens and empty space menuoned rn the Isíamic penod vete 
nem Jatrng to before the Islamic rnvasron in the m.ddle of the seventh century - Even m '^capital. 
C^anZpk. a rural appearance often charactcrued the public space of the med.aeval fxnod^ texis 
refer to tne flocks of p.gs and sheep that were led lo the ritys central market.- and rrch houses. Idee 
that of Michael Attaleiates. mentioned above. possessed agncultural rnstallauons. In the West the phe- 
>«en.m rs better ülustrated because it was more acute on account of the raprd disintegration of the 
croes A. the orne of Atalanc. the grandson of Theodenc, herds of cattle passed through the Fonim of 
Peace In the Palaune in Romc there is evidente of agncultural sorl and agricultural aclisrtres in the 
*cond half of the fifth and m the early sixth centurv . JS ’» Ruraluation of the large luxunous houses and 
of the entine urban space rs evident m Italian ooes from the sixth century: gardens and vineyards and arcas 
; > r animal breeding are found even in provincial capitaLs. In the middle of the sixth century the ctties 
sufíered severe depopulation and the contrast between city and countryside had diminished and in most 
cases had disappeared. Cassiodorus praises his natal City Scolacium. prima urbium Bruttwrum. for being 
open to the fields from which rt was separated with a wali. although it had agricultural lots inside.- In 
the forum of lol Cacsarea. abundant cereal seeds and barley may have come from cullivated fields in the 
cuy and date lo the seventh century. 25 ® 0 In the West agncultural land. used for market gardening inside 
aues, rs recognized by the so-called layer of black soiL wíth which archaeologistsare familiar.- V1 

Togcthcr wirh installations for agricultural production in the cities. kiins appeared everywhere. 25 ® 2 
m or near abandoned ancient buildings and temples, for buming the slabs of marble and architcctural 
omaments to produce lime Kiins in andent public areas and in residential quarters lend the urban 
landscape an air of urban decline and dcsolation. They appcar in urban areas that had lost their carlier 
function and were abandoned. They too, show the total break with the ancrent urban architecture and 
the legacv of the past. 


^tbKl. 136 -trr 

^ Fo». Srna. 195 Lar ex sources mennon gardens and open space within the walls, a situation ihat probably prevailed 
aireada b» the aud-seseolh century 

^ Mango. U rUvtírpptmmi, 57. 

T ~ Procoptu*. Or Brüo Goducc VUI21.11 

- ' P Amoald and Y Thíbert Rome le Palatin (Vigna Barbenni). MFFRA 107a (1995), 490-19!, H Broise and Y. 
TVbert. R me le PaUnn (Vigna Barbenni), SiFFRA 10* 1 (1996). 450 B Bavant. Cadre de v* el lubilai urbain en tulle 
céntrale twzantinc (VIe VTne »). ULFR MA 101 (1989). 465-532: R Menegnim and R Sanungeli Valenram. Episode di 
imfcemaDone delpaeaagg» urbano -sella Roma allornedievale /4/rAenfcgie medievate 23 (1996) 53-99 

^ Caaawdom». Vanat XII. 15 

* Poner. M Canana. 6t Kotendo and Rotula, Ouelques problemev 175-184. esp 181 ff 
lewit. Agricultura! Productiva. 61-63; A Caranduu. Lultuna ovilU se polla o del masain 
un ucbecAoto. a Suma dt Rama 111/2.11-38 

* E '*» * ™ c ' n, 11 ■ * dm,n,d U “< ,he Ph«««~»on u M fully understood. as, fot eráronle, m Momsson and 

yetes. Ecooomy, 203 "bul »e are oot abk to fithom the reasons for Ihis phenomenon" 


i sepoita o del mauimo oggetto desuero, secondo 



THE TWO MODELS OF THE EARLY BYZANTlNf CITY 

„ l ! r0n ’ 3 dlffcrcnt pcrspcctivc. changes m pottery tvpcs abo reveal rurali/ation U. >h .k 
srveslowdownoflongdrs.ance tradeand thedosingof intemauonal«rte/"Tt 
qua ity pottery could not continué to function. Pottery production gradualb became local and"* 
and thosc ot ,he iurround,ng area ^ dcdint 

i - * F^ttcrs is a rural element in urban households and reveáis the degradación of the Ir r « 

condiciona of the urban dwellers. A, the same time Hiere was mercas,ng pretcfence lor 1^,^! 
coma,neis and. perhaps a little Inter, fo, woodenware The presence of hand made ponen sn .rt*, 
is a.so associated w,th the condiuons crcated mside the alies m the penod of mvnawtu. »her, 
peasants from the couninsidc fled mto the aties. whilc the members oí the upper dass lefi for me -rt secure 
p ates m other provinces. In Justmiana Prima, the pottery made without a whcel dales to tbe penod belore 
t e city s destruclion.-' M when professional potters were no longcr active, cithcr because the upper 
dass was in decline or because the rural population mside the City was increasing The maierul Ufe of 
the urban dwellers was becoming increasingly poorcr and was taking on rural charaaenstics 

Chnstian bunals scattered inside the dties' residen nal arcas and in abandoned puhUc and pnvate 
ancient buildings mark the last stage of Christianization and degradanon of the urban space We hj't 
scen how Chnstianity changcd people's pcrception of dcath and how bunals were first mtroduced mto the 
cities with the martyrs relies and privilegcd bunals in and around churchcs From the sccood hall oI the 
sixth century and in the seventh, however, the proliferación of bunals in ihe context of deep urban degra- 
dation is usually to be connected with the invasión». Bunals mark the dedme of the ancrcm urban centres 
the point at which continuily with the ancicnt city is totally lost. Again veholars cncounter difficulties m 
dating burials. for early Chnstian bunals do not contain coins or other datablc material Insread. rhev are 
dated from the context and stratigraphy, which do not alw ays pros idc the dcsired accuracy In most case- 
bunals m urban areas in a State of abandonment and disintegration appcar m the sixth century. bul it is 
difficult to determine whether they should be dated to before or dunng the penod of mvasions From 
cvidence derived from all arcas of the empire, it is clear that changes in the articulation of urban space and 
the relocation of the dty centres to other sites aeated a vacuum and precipiuted tbe appearance of 
Christian burials in urban distriets. It has been suggcsted that urban searons and buildings wherc bunah 
appeared may have belonged to the Church. while the reduction of the arca defended by the earK 
Byzantine walls may explain the appearance of bunals in okl urban distncts. Another (ador that precipi¬ 
ta ted the mira murvs burials were epidemics or fammes with a great number of victima 

In the turmoil of the invasions the oíd urban order was shaken. emcrgencies dictated tbe use of 
abandoned buildings and civic land for burial. as did the insecurity outside the waUs and the need to 
prevent the desccration of tombs by the enemy. At the same time the decline in population duc to the 
plague in combination with invasions created much vacant land in tbe alies for bunals Thts phenom¬ 
enon is to be observed in areas that suffered from invasions in the fifth centurv In Sumium around the 
church in the city centre, a cemetery had dcvelopcd before the City wa» occupred by the Huns m 441 In 
the course of the fifth centurv. scattered bunals and small groups of tombs appcar m rCKlennal duneta 
inside the walls. and belong to the Romani/ed populatron of the city. while the tombs of the ()-• • ihs 

frxdrran lay outside the walls. 25 ® 7 In Carthage. the Vandal rnvasron probably caused buna > • 
in the fifth centuiy throughout the city. especialh in abandoned buildings They are anange 


(ira. pp 42-44 
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«aea*í tw» rv ».«mtfc -«itun V v«v má the Vaattal and Bszantme cooqucsx^ 
iw* *» * oí »■—— m*vr»o«x d»d tbe decline and btttkáow* oí oao «to 

»a- -o .vvsr Vi vt tv «varea*«ai »o««ld« bive happened re«arvt«soí am stiaiulus 
v y^ >-v ~sc - *v r. KbV K^f. aore oikV' *- <r «ancas otes «re nvoed to trace tbe procer oí 
vka >. « , " •' » ** *'•'*>*' lbt ***' tbcrr * '°** e c ' >4raoc tba: tbe pbe- 
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CVvt m x Uan yu tv '-%bea »m ke n^erooe « p*i*oes Th» «re* »■*> «rrounded V • * a i. 
auntb' tV • —« v c*d« ai ccnart ^ m*£ b meitated tbe \rc*ck*ae «nd tbe aee» frorc tbe barbear 
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’ ,tuA ,u « wti !hw «** “«««• aereb JW%> |j |, ami a- Vi^ÜZ 
A íe« otber etaniples trun tome oí tbe beM-eics« 3 tc«l Mn tcaC «j cutiam tba 4r»e*.«tea ** 
in tbe letcoih centurv dmntved Mo «oer«l ««ah rm! tcalraear* ni me caca m a, 0 
and íts populatioo «as reetaced pctbap» a aocb a t #r r ; Caribe ;a tbe OjOI* y a* 
centun dmmepated into poor commanitie» u ^«S dntrekea - r TV rwitim.y. mr. ^ 
oí Petra uno scuil «etücmeau d*te» to tbe «oetxb centun ■'* vitr ac < - - .. .' 

Arab u>«*uoa« prnented recoastractmo oí Ocert*. «Vct cen*e. jer.-f. ' «e >c « tea j^-cv 

commumues ^ Eleuthenu nobed a a mí* Lahioc dbrta, tbe-pcr«id ■* 
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K> j sjnn oí cataratties xad Essíxtaocs Iniceí frccacefi» a 
bate Ven destrejad h earJkSsairs kany ú tace cok» p 
niattt Vmc repeopkd. a ae« coe* nse o* fte* mms 

TVroteoítbestamasmi^reae^.ap.t^™»^^ *V«tbe«a*| 

«bo«e<í BO o«tere>; «odtooi ne *atr« a reseorajt» •tasayr^ •* 

« V * » Cree», ktaáa. Geiax Ttaik aad ta*>« ■«« 

eretl Fv exarapre. ■ C«Tem -- d*«e »bet 

MOe» As earbqaakes x ’ ^ r||r|| -«~ «a aesr.««e » a - 

» tbe ftxa3uae r”'«'3S--e gHa»®» • * mn^nxsf «?r»ar» «boa wa« ae^ * ~ 

drsBMC|T*rd stv soTtm ^ ^ ^ ^ w «y* m pdm* « 

ptacedtíiaíoítbec^ C ^ daa a«m«a» «• •* «• * 

loa tbe par «rtr*' *—■ 




aiBmi(r«a a aw««* 

l **!■»■«'»«■«»* 1 

;maa %^mbad mi Wav haa* a Im mi Naba 
kaa yi.tr (tam ’ A tamnarr» bmmmmimail 
»mm ataam» tarmama m» a« «atmimiai 
k<Mmm N «««a tajar a taaaa» > m b«a. CflU I 
t* la», baaaa i* 

^ tarta* i* JU 


«a a> «aj rCarmagr ¡b? >. 3T It 4 «ka 
a Ca*H * taataam mi km Sbkr 
i(aan aüaapbra TV Oía 13-lb 
a* taa km il tae nata oaaat mi btkay te 

» l l<M( tU 


iik taya* a 


altaak. 


r-i tma l wtaa Ttmaam • >*» Siso « » «t tata» Ii 
haa* fmm» 

*» - B m> pmm* m m* ik am ^ a«m mm* a* * m 

m „ a a «aa ItaHt da Tb* Ckacb a Ikn mi tat 7 aayk «i tana OMya la M 

Qfmm ^ka« aaata em i «•N*y*.N ■'•MliJít 



w u iy — » « 


«attb* 1 * - * ^ 




_ wmmmmm' 

, ¡í a» m oaras M*<—♦ 
itat >» 



M *.« B *** 


hl»«^ 























Hit BYZANT1NE CITY IN THE S1XTH CENTURY 


dvncd SagaLissos «i> \truck by carthquukes in 518 and 528 aftcr which it ne^cr rccovercd It' aquc 
dtx*t *dS damugcd. which hjJ a ncgutrve effect on Ihc life of thc City ' In Circecc. Hiasos and Philippi 
•ere de^troyed by earthquakes in thc early sevenlh century. in a pcriod when they no longer had thc 
re sources to recoser T*** The archaeological record shows that in thc latlcr part of the sixth century and 
m the soeolh. cities struck by earthquakes «ere unablc to recover. The cfforts that the local commu- 
mtics and ihc State put mto restonng the devastated city wcre very small ¡n companson to the etforts of 
carlter ycors The scaJe of reconstruction was limitcd. the malcriáis used and the tcchmqucs cmployed 
indícate the cines' financial difficulties. In tnany cases, especially in the Balkans. the invasions that fol- 
lowed immedutely afterwards gase thc cities the final blow. Bul even had the invasions not taken place, 
still after such natural disasters in the late s«th and in the seventh century. the restored cities would 
base been very different. presumablv smalier and poorer. The inhabitants would have responded by 
leselling off ruins frora foundations for new buildings or abandoning the site altogether. Such a rcac- 
tion is illustrated by Scythopolis. a vivid example of an early mediaeval city that continued to live on the 
■ate in vers much reduccd circurastances after a devastating earthquake in 49 The restoration of the 
ancient rcmains by Israelí archaeologists allows thc modem visitor to visualíze the city in different his- 
toncal periods. The Román and early Byzantine city may be seen in the arca of Palladius Street, and the 
efíccts of an earthquake mav be surmised from the ruins from the earthquake in the section from the 
Román temple and the nvmphaeum to Sylvanus Street. Today the visitor may see the collapscd 
columns and the raised level above the ruins, over which the new dwellings were constructed. Parts of 
the collapscd columns that projected above thc new level of habitation were cut to bring them to the 
floor level of the Islamíc dwellings (Figures, 58a. 58b. 58c). 



FIO. 5Ha. Mudim wall» built with spolia among the ruins of Scythopolis after thc earthquake of 749. 


• See tupf*. pp 224-226. 237,347. 
1 See supla. p 2$ 
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FIG 58b Cohimn of the R.xnan Tempie of Scylbopoto 
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THE BY ZANT1NF CITY IN THE SfXTH CENTURY 


The ncw modcl of thc city 

The no* modcl of the cnv «as fonued in response to the invasión*. Ncw histor.cal conditions oí 
th» mj¿-\itude brought about a ncw v,ew of reality and a radi«l chango tn the percepción and funct.on 
<< the co Urzc urhan centres tníonned b> the Greco-Román legacy of architecture and urban tradi- 
tK>n with theii'tragnificcntlv adoraed centres, spacious colonnaded avenues. residentiai quartcrs and 
tuxunous mansions. suffered from the fatlure of mtpenal defense poücy and socould no longcrsumve 
in the Ñame form The ne« modcl for the Bvzantine city emerged in historical circumstanccs ditícrent 
from those in which .ts predecessor evohcd It responded to ncw condit.ons of hfe. «hich emphastzed 
oetcns.se cons.derat.oos. Thrs chango mforms transformatioo of the whole structure ot the City, the 
pervepnon oí the new funcuon of the cus and a profound ovemimmg of the earlier social order 

It o importan! to cmphasize that the new type of Byzanune city first appcared betore thc sixth cen- 
run m the arcas of the Balkans that «ere exposed to the invasions. L'rban Life in the Balkans was af- 
feetcd both by passtng «ases of invaders and by the constan! infiltration of groups of barbarians Im- 
penai pobcv oponed the wav to this devclopment befóte the sixth centurv. «hen such groups «ere 
entrusted with thc defence of the frontier zones of the empire and werc allowed to settle inside the 
tronoer. Others «ere gnen pcrmission to settic in diiferent areas of the emptre as part of a settlement 
concluded after invasions Barbarían infiltration may have actually bcen favoured by landowrters who 
f.nind in the barbanans a source of manpower for thcir estates. During the Avaro-Slavtc attack against 
ThessaJonica in 5W>. the citys inhabitants rece.ved Slavs inside the walls and accommodated them in 
the pubbc baths. which were not m operation at the time. 260 * They certainlv did not consider the Slavs 
ibes protected inside thcir City to be enemies. Such groups brought with them new rural building tech- 
ruques and ncw elements of material Life. They were a factor in the ruralization of the cities in a period 
when the social and economic forces of the cmes were weakened. Of coursc. the role of the cities as 
places oí refuge during enemy invasions is known from all historical periods. 2 '*' 7 In the later part of the 
sixth cenrury in the Balkans. however. the invasions precipitated and intensificd trends that had alreadv 
ippeared in the aties In Justiniana Prima (CariOin Grad). thc changes in urban space occurring in the 
la't decades of the sixth century dunng thc Avaro-Slavic invasions are very well illustrated, since the 
cuy was abandoned after n was destroyed in a new attack in the early seventh ccntury. Excavations have 
revealed the crvwded condílion* in the last decades of the sixth century inside the urban space causcd 
by the tnflux of pcople from the countryside or the suburbs for securtty. Everywhere small workshops 
and poor houses appear. occupying public and prívate buildings. Although anisan production contin- 
ued and transactions were conducted by coin. indicating that the city still maintained a substantial lev el 
of eamomic actmty, the conditions m the aty were very difieren! than before. Public space had shrunk 
rx <w. occupied by modest dense hab.tations and workshops. Moreovcr. there are signs of rusticitv in the 
urban space. typicaJ in all atics in this penod. 

Sources blaroe Constantmc for causing the weakness of the State in defending ¡ts frontiers, and its 
inability to keep the barbanans out. smee he removed most of the troops from the limes and stationed 
them in cines ** As a consequcnce. the State responded to tbe invasions by the construction ol forts on 
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creasing militanzaüon of the emptre a new consoousness developed of what a atv sixvuid beaod^- 
tions that it was expected to fulfill. 3612 On the eastera frontier. the situation detemnted laxr fathe seas 
threatcned bv the Persians. thc frontier of Mesopotamia and Arme cu was strengtbeced w-at -as«vc 
fortifications, w hile the limes ambteus in Syna south of the Euphrates and m the are*. A * ^tbrr J.jrdjo 
entrusted to the Arab/oederun. most of thc Diocletiamc svstem of forts was abaodoocd I: p ursaecev 
sary to réstate Procopius' blame of Justuuan for wcakcmng the frontier oí the Eas; wuh t» f» ,b.-v 

The real thrcat of invasions and stale pohcy dictated the rclocatron oí cities u.> oew ates natarat- ir 
fended for strategic reasons. such as steep hültops and river promontones »«h deep preapit -a n. -r. 
The Anonymous' Srraiepkon describes tbe prefened locauons for the eoostructK'o r oc» aues - 
high ground with steep slopes, wtth rtvers flowtng annind. oa pronhvnMnes in the ve j t mUrjenvcn 
connected with the mamland by narro» stretchcs of land y •* In some cases «curco -'sirc u- uV; 
initiative was takcn by the State, as is attested ui Procopius BudJinc In other msta-v.es. b.» r- ■: oe 
can imagme that it was the urban dwellers. under the leadershrp of kvid tru.c-.jies anc ¿vs; al. the 
bishop. w ho transferred thcir city to nearby forufied sites. ' Yirvc the mv asroo .: ccv-T-Vrr pr . saco 
of the Balkans had already begun in the fi*mh centurv. and contiDued to recur and be : >wtc r» the 
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4*, THE BYZANTTNE CTTV O THE SCCTH CE>TL RT 

ttnlemeal oí títaacaUf - 

L «*««, £ ««^ .*» <* ro„. *- -» “ ■^;^;r ZZL***, 1. 

HulnjffCTedfromiii'*Mon*<reaJrc»Jvthn*in?n#n-''' ™ofoin emergedtnlheBolka- 

«. „ dm* teonrni enenmne.ee, le «<h eenrun rhe. .he 

» *«« «e ehmee,.™»of .he medr*,nld*. Oh» cd m» npe ‘^^ n¡oll ^ Joul ,„„ ol 

...h ,„«* fomtohom “^"'J^^'^eTeho.e d !»*. e.H.e, 
the inhabitants «ere anisan and agncultural i ncy amo <. 

v^ncd of an urban upoer da» and public buüdings essential tn the Greco-Román citiev 
‘ N’icopoüs ad Is.rum offers one of the bes. «ampies of .he withdrawal of .he «nent Ro«n c 
,he fiftbcenturv .o a smaller. be..er-defendcdsite (Plan 60). NVopohs was affected b> ibe se.Uemen. 





™"'»»o« U * raiWl , mwiNt(m 

of the Goths 45, foedtraa m the arca m W 7 « iIv .. 

ann> on .he Danube. which had been a reJ^ÍÍ' “Jí Th ° * ert .„ h ^ ^ 

burnt and abandoned .o the Huns WvX! áevuZj*?!! “ '** P “‘ ,D *** 'he oo tí loU * 
ThC desasu.ed the countnud, and * eZ™ " a, Í ?“ KOea ^ á * ^ 

* condmonv Ufe m the aty ehanged tn ^T > “‘J*"** Vaikt «* »c*--eio*». 

^as bu.lt adjacent to the southeast sale ..(the **“ lh< fiWl «*«" • <** waí ots 

N ’psM L vThe»iKofihencwan»^s- h V®*" at '- “*“« H* ««.thea»eiw »aD oí tUmm 
surrounded K mavs.se walb wnh towers ZJi Sü * ‘‘T? °* ,bc tnM °* thc Rom " *> - »nd 
difieren, froro that of Román NKopol» There «as Z ***” ^ °? pUnn,r+ h,me>Tr ** 
bu.ldings exccpt for nao churches and tw,v«, onho * on * 1 and no puhfe 

There wcre abo jome srnall workshom - h h *** hUK, ’° nm? « b«n«sts and fot «on* 

malcriáis One. «h.ch «as Urge a^te^l Z”-"***** ~*~ 

. lllt - . pe no kxatedoo lughground.«asprobable the episcopalbavlica It«a* 

«W P~« » J3L, SE 

me mete eneeefcmnKdmdm.h.ax> cemw.»mho«i*cedhe.fumdeuoiL««e 
there ^ vers bnle es Klence of asaban housmg Somc mrxiest «nwures «ere Kien.died out*de the . al] 
o. thc ncw en m abandoned Román Nnapote The ecoooms of the are*, infütnted bs ban^^^ns «^ 
brok.cn doun. and coasequenüs ponen «as imponed, m contras, .o the locaíls producid ponen of the 
past T rom the mKklk of thc f.fth ccnturs the fine «are declines, hut there o as mercase in amphorae 
imp* >rtcd from .Xínca, the Aegcan and Gaza thal con lamed goods dearts intendcd lu supph the anos 
Large-scale crop cultiva.ion and gram producüoo «as abandoned un the ne» aty, m fasour of a market 
carde n economy. comhmuig aops so«n m the spnng and a sanets of pulses «ne. legumes. The se tile- 
ment of barbartans in thc atea rnterrupted the contacte «ith. and supph from. the oM hmterland 
Obsioush cultisation of crop» outssdc the «ails «as not se cure, and so tbc inhabitants «ere torced to 
ra.se tbem ncar the «alls and mude thc loam Rather than being a populatioo centre acm. the ne« cm 
«as a miiitary and ccclcsiasttcal centre designed bs the central gosemment It was abandoned in the 
late sixth ccnturs or earts in thc sesenth century «hen it «as destroved by fire dunne the new «ase c4 
ms asK.ns The latrst coin found is of Tibe mis II (57&-5.C1.* 1 

Scupi in thc province oí Dardama abo appears to hase been deserted bs its uihabitants «h 1 ro-’srd 
to oeaiby forts for proteo!ion from uisaders at sume time before the snoh ccnturs The an « as pfundered. 
and the inhabitants transíerred the a aty lo ooe of Ote te lugo oí the anea, southeast tí Rixnar. bcupi 
tbe rock Markovi Kub. apparemh befom the earthquake ti», destroyed a a 518 The new ton/Plae M) 
was srnall. 4iX) m long wnh tíiree ünes of fomficaüoos - abo a feanire of Justuuana Pnms - and rwiiUrge 
cistems on the upper atv»“ Funher to dse south. m ^xihemGre«*. the esuhUtocnr «ti* 
goths m Macedí mía m fifth centun fonxd tbe .nbabrtann of Pvdna to transier ^ ^ 

site of Louioud.es (see sopo-P 3» Planíi, TTrfonnoí^ 

,i*«» !>-*“ 

. , ^ . f ^habitantsoí Pvdna rctumed to tbexr csrs ifteMheOstr ^s'rhsler. me 

Although it seems Üu. mam of tbe inhafita . .rr».»*, «*S • - 1 *t»- 
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oíd an at Pvdna Tbus dunng tbe reign 
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H AN el Eatb Bsrantine Scup. «t 


yic oí Markovi Kuli. «'utheast oí Román Saip. 


_ rs* »a& «rescrs süong and the houscs inside are denseis p ..,. T , 

¡S35CS«£T..- to.- - - <-* - ■ i*—*r * m " l "S 

* ^ bck^ thu» peonding coouct *uh the «a The ncw fortified aiy. at a naturaüy defended 
o«*i p* ¿he» te the mhaNtan» oí the anea and offered *ccurt Moragc for the agncultural 

r "wiana Pnnu <Canim Orad m Serbia V. an impenal feHindation a« the b.nhplaee of Justin.an. 
V* the oc* model oí Bsrant.ne «nr .Plan 1> It wa> bu.lt on a naturallv defended «te on 

_ ~ ¿ —-— 11 -, .. ■< .~r <00 m ion» and at »ts »Tdcst pomts 

B 1h) . lo thí« perts. the acrópolis ».th the bishop s palace. the upper aty, with a central circular 
p.... d*«d*s and the mihury bead*urte.v and the W~er dt>. are sumxinded bs watts The separaüon 
ck> ,« 0 na»orihreepam theupf<randk~*rcioevusualh eacho( themfortified.ist> P Kalof 
the orv-Urtrviei. Soch a d.spas>tK» .5 abo anested .n the pruvtnces of the East For «ampie. in the 
Ch-.rch oí ;he U«at Un» al- Ras» K*tion Mefaa * shcwn »iih the upper town fortified. onginalb the 
R.«o«b caatrum. M>d the luuer km abo surroonded bs a waD (see supra. p l^.F# 12) The escoce of 
th»temo* ti* tc*u «confinnedN arthaeufcvpcaJ suneyvandetca>iuons >: > In the <«enthcentury this 
al M urhaa centre becume* oocrmna. being attested in the Uterary sourees. •' E 
For asaos «oes m the tnth century ihe unpact of the m\ asmns » as drama tic For example. most of 
t&e t X' Danofetca m Vsthu Mane «as de'trosed by the Koinjours in 559. Later the Bs/anttncs 
rrsti red part of the bul m a much more modest and poorer íashion the ruirn «ere leveled and 
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THE TWO MODELS Of THE EARLY BYZANT1NI on ** 

icw houses were bu.lt in the nonhern nao ,0 ih. . 

,ork and the material usedmdicating the dodineof the-itv^Th gr ' urd *" hl * h,tr ,he ^ r - y 

■< -—... 

itic coast. the City \aas abandoned and lti .nhabuams fltd to the ncarby tdand» aml the -A [*, 
:let.an al /kspalalhi», Spalatum (Spalato. Spl.t), «hwh theo became a City Mam -X the* W Ur luh 
The City of D.oclctianoupolis in Thevah. buUt on a large. fíat plain bv Daxleuan oear the me- 
\J.akmon, has becn .dent.f.cd on the «te of Arraenochon ca. 4 km (rom the lake of Ca«,na It Je 
verted atter the .nvasion of the Goths in 47J-W3 Just.n.an transferred the cty to a oem locauoo oo M 
island in the lake of Castona. The locatton *as secare smee accesv to the tsUod «a- po^- 
through a narro» strip of land fifteen feet wide Demetrias »as probabh destrovtd bs the Ostr^ 
goths in 482 and its adnunistratne and ecclesiastu^d centre «as gradually relocared lo the t «rtified 
of ancient lolkos. The latter had apparcntlv been inhab.tcd presiisusb and its walls «ere pr^atK r: 
Stored bv Justinian In Cappadocia. the phrounon Mocessus»as located on leve! grouod bul Us ■ 

a ruinous State. Justinian relocated it to the »est of the oíd fort abose a very steep siope. tlus n-.aaj-^- • 
inacccssible to attacks. There the emperor budt churches. hospicm and baths and pr<-a- ted 'he nr» 
foundation to the rank of metrópolis and capital of Cappadocia Tema 10 

In the sixthccntury, the ne» function of the cits as an ecdcsusúcaJ and nulr^rv cení:: ’ 
the def.ning features of anccnt urbanism. ñame s the agoraforum. o-KXiaadcd asenuev spectacle 
buitdings and other publ.c monuments. obsolete bs then. *as promoted b* tbe su;e even m areai *bei: 
the threat of enemv invasions was not obsious. Thus the aty tspe known f: <n sancos areai of a* 
Balkans. is also found in Asia Muior Sagalassos in Pi«dia»as struck bs an eanbijuaic m MS ani wf- 
fered major destruction. There »as some reconstrucoon aork but of k»er quahr% iban bel. re and 
companied bv a great deal of encroachraent on the ats s pubüc space The earthquaae ^ 

datnage to the slv water channeLs bringmg water «o the cuy «hhJi ma> base been the reasoc for the re 
locadon of the atv to nearbv Aglasun. wfaich has many earh BsTantme remams Durar. mas - ear*- 
ouake m the m.ddle of the sesenth centunr. the aty of Sagalassos coBap«d and .a- a^^ed 
Jorever « In Lvria also. «he esolut.cn to the new tspe of seitiemen, 00 h.gher «tev ^ 
mlw»o(wbkHoíeirf 

away. on a proroontorv around *hKh tr»pea.>ula¡ * dupe aad ai leas* «bree 

ha), densely bu.lt uith two-stores ^ formaooo oí the land. oflered secura te 

churches (Plan 62). Its sne. naturalh <¡c^^ ^ ^ the arca TV Mtre* of 
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PLAN 62. Arif in Lvcia. 


preves y The ecdcsiastical and military functions of the Greco-Román city of Panemoteichos in Pisidia 
»cre transfcrred to a new fort at ihe site of Oren Tepe, about 1.5 km away (supra. p. 390. Plan 42). The 
ne» fort had a basílica church Since no early Christian remains have been found in Panemoteichos, it 
i* plausible that the new town became the scat of the local bishop and of a garrison. 2630 

To sum up: the ancicnt city, no longer supportcd by institutional traditions. and economic prosperity 
and an afflucnt upper class, succumbcd to a slow material decline. At the end of the period examined, 
urban sxnety had bcgun to be overwhelminglv agrarian The worldly splendour of the late antique cities 
gave way lo a modest city with a Christian religious dimensión and a strong military identity (see supra. 
p 390, plan 42 The new military typc of city. the city -kastron, was born as a result of a coordinated State 
policy that shaped and gave birth to the mediacval form of city. 
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exa«pie .sfler» the «malí City o( Alakula io Cana. V Ruggien and F Gtordaoo. Una cutí bizantina »ui tilo cano di Alakijla. 
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in literaturc 62, 65-8, 73, 92-3, 385, 386 

in urban topography 29.281,2S' 7 .289,291.293,302.319, 
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Aciagas in Italv 3o3 
Adoule (Adoulis in Abyssmia) 384 
Adnanople, battle of 24 
Adrianopfe * (Mononas) 103-4, 182 
Aegissus * (Scythia) 97 
Aenus * (Rhodopc) 258 

Aglasun. village near Sagalassos m Pisidia. 39, 469 

Agngentum 308 

Alia on thc Red Sea 406 

Alakihse in Lycia 4o9 

Albania 30, 82, 432 

Alep 431 

Alcxandna in Egypt 26, 37,182, 248, 318, 358,374, 425, 42t 
427,444 
aqueduet 345 

baths 158, 325, 327, 328, 334. 335, 341 
Church of Sts. Cyrus *& John 327 
eolonnaded avenues 260, 263 
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hippodromes 301 

in art 120, 124. 125. 130, 135. 139, 143, 136 (Tyche) 

m literature 54-5. 58. 84. 112 

nilomcter 125 

Pilaros 84, 61. 92 

taxes 158 

temples 136, 355, 356, 374. 379 
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theatres 319, 365 
urban planning 287-9 
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Alishar Huyúk in Cappadocia 39 
Alistms * (Epirns Nova) 97 
Amandra * (Lvcaonia) 88 
Amantea * (Eptrus Nova) 97 
Amanthous • (Cyprus) 36, 248 
Amasela * (Helenopontus) 374, 378. 425 
Amida * (Mesopotamia) 110, 111-2, 183. 319, 427, 465 
Ammán in Jordán 130, 250, 424 
Amonum * (Galatia Salutans) 2"7. 114, 260 
Amphtpolis 51 

Anamon, manato or muiatw. 388 
Anapkws 214, 362 
Anastasioupolis (Galatia) 114. 115 
Aruuwupoli» in Thr.ce 60. 345 
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Anazarbus * (Cilicia Secunda) 55 
Anchialos in Bulgaria 23 
Anchialus • (Hacmimontum) 97, 333 
Ancyra * (Galatia Prima) 114, 120 
Anemurium * (Isauria) 26. 27, 45 

houses in the palacstra of the baths 307-8, 322, 342, 443 
water supply system 348 
Annoucas, phrourxon on the Persian frontier, 77 
Antaeopolis in Egypt 449 
Antigonia 89 
Antinaou (Egypt) 130 
Antinoopolis in Egypt of 58, 301 

Antioch * (Svria Prima) 17, 27, 72, 73, 74, 75, 85, 88, 108, 
109, 248. 298. 357, 374, 375. 380, 426, 431, 452 
avenues 66. 188-92, 195, 213, 219-20, 259-60, 262. 266, 
272-3, 289 
basílicas 92. 222 

baths 120, 222. 325. 327, 328. 330, 333, 334, 338, 365 
bouleuterion 212 

churches 92, 93. 73, 130, 214. 252, 252, 333, 413, 421 
circular plaza. 228 
cistems 347 

destruction by the Persians 96, 109, 135 

Diphoton 328 

Forum of Valens 222 

foundation legends 55, 89-90 

gates 89. 109. 222 

Haronion 91 

hippodromes 301. 302 

hospital 252 

house for strangers 253 

houses 120 

maceüum 222 

markets 74, 213, 233, 266-7 

monuments 92. 96, 119-20 (in Yakto mosaic) 

Olympic stadium 120. 302, 309 

Palace of the Tetrarchs 302 

Pandektes 296 

Plethrion 222, 302 

practorium 222, 253 

praise of 50, 59, 85, 86. 107 

restoration by Justinian 72. 73. 74. 75. 252. 272-3 

ruralization 458 

spectaclcs 296, 301, 306, 313-4. 309. 318 

Street nctwork 289 

talismán* of Apollonius of Tyana 91 
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Paphos in Cyprus 197. 321. 374. 423. 4o 1 

Parma in lialv 30o 

Paros 3o5 

Patras • (Helias) 32 

Pella • (Palaestma Secunda) 2o. 214, 250. 285. 340-1. 348, 
305 

Pclusion * (Aufustammca Pnma) 12 7 , 130. 301 
Pcntapolis 357 

Pergamon * (Asia) 211, 232. 250, 354, 396 
Peraa 430 

Pcssinus * (Galatia Salutaris) 114, 427 

Petra * (Palaestma Tenia) m Jordán 26. 34. 38-9. 42, 45. 58. 

1(M. 127. 197-8. 248. 249.182. 348. 3'2. 383. 42o. 461 
Peyta-Agk» Georgk» in Cyprus 424 
Phoemcia 94.217.317, 334 
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Phdadelphia * (Arabia), modera Ammán. 27.128,130 2í 
317. 406. 424 

Philae in Egypt 156,182. 37 0 
Philippoupolis * (Thraaa) 99 
Philippi 21, 25. 462 
agora 192. 243. 423 
baths 328. 331 34] 
churches 243. 244. 750 
eocroachment 284 
cifti/Q 224. 2b8 

gates &. prophylactic inscnptions 431 


y4. 393-5, 423. 424, 427 


market 22- 


shops 284, 423 
Phocaea. potterv 40, 43 
Phrygia 55. 114. 220. 235. 260, 323, 357 
Pillare of Hercules 73. 78 
Pinara in Lycia 206.469 
Ptnci on thc Danube 75 

Ptsidia 39, 114. 177. 237, 347, 390. 414. 433. 469,4~0 

Pithom, Biblical citv in Egypt, 103 

Pompey 213 

Pore¿ 403 

Pracvalis 456 

Pnene * (Asia) 245. 250, 323. 366, 430 
Pseudostoroon in Egypt 130 
Ptolemais Evergeus in Egypt 406 
Ptolcmais in Cvrenaica 274, 345, 348 
Pvdna 388. 389. 467. 468 
Pylae, emponon , 114 
pyrassos, ancient port of Thcbes. 23 
Pythia (Bitbynia) 334. 345. 384 

Qasr-íl-Ub» (TheodoriM) in North Afncn M* lücodonas 


Ramses. B.bhcal City in Egypt 103 
Rauaria * (Daaa Ripcns.s) 99 
Ravenna 120.125, 204 
Rhegium 34 

Rih^Tv^llagc in the area of Gcrasa. 38. 406 
RoDic . |Q 

agricultura! mstallaticas 

aqueducts 343. 349 
arch of Constantine 366 

baths 325 

bunals 437 

Cap.toUum84.356.»» 

^.W.301.356.403 

Colosseum 305 

Forum of Trajan 

in art 120. 13*- 14 l0 g, 378 

in litera ture 50. 51. • ^ & n<;gleCt 85 . 7 . 149-50, 20. 

njooutnents. destruc 3?9 384, •ppropntuon o' 

377 . mystical P*~ er 


Paliadion 88,90 
populación decline 33 
ruralizanon 454, 458 
senatorial benefactors 163-4 
spectacles 295. 305. 318 
temple of Janus 357 
Sagalassos * (Pisidia) 26. 42. 45 
aqueducts 347, 462. 469 
baths 340 

churchcs 238. 234,365. 371. 383 
avie centre i monuments 23 7 -8 
Lower Agora\1arket 224 
nymphacum 347 
relocation 39,469 
ruralization 457 

Salamis-Constantia in Cyprus 143. 316. 320-1, 330-2. 346, 

362. 371 397. 404-5. 424. 456. 461 
Salo na 222. 245. 249-50. 301. 406 . 424. 469 
Sammuni 163 
Sames 321 424 

Satnra íes-Samra. Qasr al-Samra). vülage in the arca of 
Gerasa in Jordán. 38. 424 
Sap has 108 

Sardica (Dacia Mediterránea) 251 
Sardis * (Lydia) 26. 45 
aqueduct 348 
Bath CG 341 

Baths-Gymnasium 214.30 

Bvzantine Shops 214, 2o", 284, 382 

churches 366-7. 403-4. 430 

destruction 18 

encroachment 284. 287 

House of the Bronzes 1 7 3 

in literarurc 54. 56 

Marblc Road 27b. 284 

plaza 226. 277 

niralization 461 

streets & porucoes 276- 7 

Synagogue 214, 307. 367 

wall 370 

Sardovsko Kale in Bulgana 39 
Scolacium in Italy 458 
Scupi * (Dardania) 467 

^po* •'(páliestiiw Secunda). Bol SUe an m I»* 
26, 45 

amphitheatre 297.304 

Antonius Monument 226.267. 278 

Basílica restored by Rometalkes -04 

^ of .he lepen 329. Ene. Baü» 330. 3». 372. W« 
Baths 330. 334.338 
destruction 462 
economy 448 

encroachment 205.278. 280, 3-0 
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House oí Kvtkví Leontis 1 
marte* 214.226 
tnonastene» 383. 418 
Nvmptueum 220, 27S 

Román Odcum A curdni 136. 176, 233-5. 268-9, 278- 
Round Churchof St. Basilios 214 
rurilujtjon 457-8 

shops,workshops 214, 233-5. 26>78-80 ^ 

btrccts '■ ? 5-80.304. Palladius Street 136. 226. 233-5. 268. 
rS-6. Sihanus Street Hall 26*. 270. 277.278, Valley Street 

214, 278 

Temple of Dtonvsus 226. 235, 363-1 
theatre 205, 320 

Tvche 136.233,280 ^ 

Sebastc -Saman» * (Palaestina Pnma) 130, 287. 321 
Sebasteia in Asia Minor 398 
Sebastopolis m Lazica 75 

Seleucia * (Isauria), modere Siliflte, 36. 74, 108, 116-7, 301 
Selcucia * (Syria Prima) 55, S9, 109, 174 
Selge * (Pamphylia) 250 

Septum. fortress at Gadira by thc PiUars of Hercules, 73,78 
SergiUa in Syria 326 

Sergjopolis (Euphratesial. Rusafa in northeastem Syna, 74, 
348 

Sestos 95 

Shivta. Esbeita or Sobata in the Negev. 34 

Side * (Pamphylia) 322-3 

Sidon * (Phoenicia) 27, 94, 125 

Sidyma * (Lycia) 469 

Sion (Lycia) 36, 206 

Sipontum in Italy 135 

Sirmium * (Pannonia) 24, 99, 112, 205, 291, 301, 304-5, 448, 
455, 459, 460 

Sisauranon near Daras in Mcsopotaroia 347 

Smyrea ” (Asia) 93, 431 

Sobata (Palaestina Tertia) see Shivta 

Soloi in Cyprus 287 

Sozopolis * (Pisidia) 114 

Spalatum (Spalato, Split) 469 

Sparta 51,60, 323,369 

Spoleto 195,323 

Stobi * (Macedonia Secunda), today in F.Y.R.O.M., 21 
baths 347 
buríals 434 

churches 406. 434. Episcopal Basílica 214, 250, 268. 321 

M7. 404, North Basílica 321 

colon nades 278 

decline 24, 25 

encroachroent 291-3 

exedm with tbops 214. 250, 268 

bouses 172.375 

pUza by the wall 270 

paraliza*» 00 447-8, 455 

streets 268 

theatre 321 


water supplv 347 
Subciu in the Negev 230 
Sura on thc Euphratcs 9N 
Sykeon in Galatia 114-5 
Synac 115 
Syna 21 

Arab conquest (636) 39 
baths 326 

decline 27, 39. 40. 42 
inscriptions 162, 419 
prosperity 26, 33-5, 38 
Syria Prima 289 
Syria Secunda 164, 334 

Tamiathis in Egvpt 130 

Taphosiris by Alcxandria in Egvpt 334 

Tarcntum in Calabria 98 

Tarsus * (Cilicia Prima) 54. 55, 116- 

Tauresium. binhplace of Justiman, see Justimana Pnma 

Tegea 415 

Telmessos * (Lycia) 469 
Thasos 25, 285,4o2 
Thebaid 82. 156 
Thebes in Egypt 82 

Thebes in Thessaly (Nca Anchialos) 23, 25, 321. 3>8, 
churches 329, 396, 406, 423 
Thenesos in Egypt 130 

Theodorias, Qasr-el-Lcbia in Libya, East Church 136-43, 
184, 383 

Theodoroupolis, Anasartha m Syria. 431 
Theodosiopolis * (Osrhoenc) 77 
Thermopylae 81, 347 
Thcscos 95 

Thessalonica 21. 251, 387, 388 
baths 328, 333. 336-7, 342 
boulcuterioiVOdeunv theatre 243, 316 
churches 427: Acheiropoictos 328, 342. 427, Octagon 
432, 432, of St. Georgc/Rotunda 120. 115, 432 of St 
Néstor 301, of St. Dcmetrius 242, 243, 304, 3*>4, oí St 
Sophia 304 
cisterna 349 

Forum, monuments A decline 242-3, 444 
gates 432 
hagiasma 243 

, hippodrome 301, 304, 317 

house 173 
in art 120 

in literature 55, 107, 112-3, 116, 260, 317, 341 464 

monasteries 112 

Palace of Gaienus 241 304 

thopa of the Commcretai Street 213, 24 ' 2M 

«tadium 301, 304. 317 

«treei netwotlt 285» 

Thrace 24. 27, 31. 32. 37, 39. 61. 81 H3, 177 
Throi in Cypru» 4nl 
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Ttaohfe n o 

Tt*0ck 55, 3<M37$, 380 

TVcKr^nV * iIVaiun t\Uemoaiacu$) ISO, 345 

r v.nuhocs m Ovprus 3-4 

Ttfohs in Ufcyi 108 

Trvxwum Tnuini * ^Scvthia'* 99, 2^1,340 
Ttv> 8-, 88 

Xviai in Aí 4¿ Minor 'íl, 5"^ 

T\tc * (Ptic«ic*t) 2'. 52-3. o4. 301,444 

Umir eMisul in Jordán 34.406 
V-jr. ri-RJS«s vkasmxi Mefx») in Jordán 34 
«taches 12S. 130. 383.40140b. 46$ 
sb irt 12S. 130.230, 4^ 

\ tJonjx Jl^v in RlKHkp¿. 

Yr*r in Albania 143 

Zkjáxpx-ZüáevA * <Scrtliw>99 

Zcsk-^U r?6.333 


ñ 34b 






